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With owar 130 membears wordwide, ORPHEUS promotes best practices in PhD education in the haalth
sciances. In 2014, it launched a voluntary labsling program recognizing insfiiutions adhering o its Bast
Practice guidalines.

This study aims to compare ORPHEUS-abeled institutions across four geographically distinct Eurcpean
Higher Education Area (EHEA) regions—Belgiom, Croatia, Porlugal and Turkey. All countries
participate in the Bologna Process, ensuring alignment with Euwropean higher education standards.
Howenver, the institubions examined vary significantly in size, historical background, institutional culture,
research environment, and the number of active PhD programs.

Key doctoral education componants—administrative structure, coursework, supervision, suparvisar
fraining, publication policy, thesis format, defense, and funding—were assessed based on similanties
and minor or significant differences.

Our initial findings revaal that, despits differanceas in societal needs, institutional structures, and research
fraditions, doctoral training exhibits a high degree of similarity across thess diverse setlings. Tha resulis
underscors the effectivensss of ORPHEUS Best Practices as a tool to foster highly versatile graduates
who are well-prepared for academic and non-acadeamic carsers.,

ORPHEUS was founded to bridge the gap in PhD fraining across diverse EHEA regions, and it has
become a platform wheare members leam from sach other. As a confinuum to the previous publications
aiming to know how PRD fraining is deliverad in the UK and Scandinavian institutions (1) and across the
Atlantic between Europe and the United States (2), such studies help foster mobility and cooperation
across intemafional research environments and offer insights into the impact of ORPHEUSdabelad
programs on doctoral education.
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